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WELCOME
Welcome to our new Wonder Training School Newsletter. In this issue, we focus on some key ideas that
can develop our Teaching and Learning practice, whether we’re in the classroom or teaching
remotely.
A huge well done to everyone who is supporting young people through an incredibly
challenging time. What you do matters.
Jonathan Chapman
Head of Wonder Training School

5
MINUTE READS
Top tips for boosting remote primary
lesson engagement, from the TES.
Click here
How to foster independent study in
Key Stage 3, from EEF.
Click here
Updates to the Mathematics
guidance for primaries, from the DfE.
Click here
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Chris Bullough
Head of Walkington Primar y School

Since Jonathan suggested
I might like to volunteer
to write the first of these
short guest articles – in the
modern ‘cold calling’ method
of volunteering rather than
good old-fashioned ‘hands
up’ style – I have spent a
number of hours wondering
what indeed I could share
which might be of some
comfort, help or interest to
others.
I suspect in common with all
Heads, I’ve spent far too many
hours sat alone in an office
over the last 12 months feeling
worried, lonely, out of my depth
and overwhelmed. Too much
time for self-reflection, yet still
no SEF to show for it… Now,
finally, I can sense my thoughts
moving once more into the
more comfortable territory of
the ‘future, strategic’ rather than
‘crisis, operational’ – ‘cautious
optimism’ is the phrase of
the day. The term catch-up
seems to have been sensibly
and thankfully replaced by the
broader notion of educational
recovery. Everyone, from the
PM to the parents of next year’s
EYFS intake, will have a view on
what this phrase constitutes, but
for me, today, it means children
successfully accessing all the
colourful riches of school life.
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What can be learnt and
eventually tested must surely be
carefully balanced with what can
be experienced and enjoyed? It
is no coincidence that in those
eerie, unsettling weeks of the
first lockdown last Spring, my
first online purchase was a tin
of ‘posh, shading pencils’, of
exactly the kind my favourite
Middle School teacher would
sometimes let me use if I was
doing ‘best work for the wall’. 40
years on, I can draw an unbroken
line through time and space
between my fondest memories
of school and present-day me,
particularly in the more creative
aspects of life.
One of my greatest professional
pleasures in normal times is that
I work in a building which from
time to time just erupts into
communal song. I can vividly
remember the songs I sang at
school, a heady combination
of vaudeville style classics
flamboyantly belted out on
an old piano from the ‘Ta-rara-boom-de-ay’ song book,
through to ‘60s pop hits and
protest songs. Holding up the
words, written neatly on sugar
paper, was a fantastic behaviour
management strategy for certain
individuals, and if we were really
good during these sessions as a
treat we were allowed a raucous

encore of one particularly lurid
and totally inappropriate folk
song released at some point
by the Dubliners…. I can say
no more, so to protect the
professional reputation of a
Head who at the time brought
so much fun, culture and colour
into our community.
And now, much later on in life,
I simply adore the sensation
of communal singing, despite
the fact that I myself am a
quite dreadful singer. I was
that NQT who mouthed along
awkwardly in assemblies, and
I fully understand those pupils
who are still just a little too selfconscious to fully embrace a
whole school rendition of Katy
Perry’s Firework.
Continued P3
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children successfully
accessing all the
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After a
hurricane
comes a
rainbow
Katy Perry,
Firework

Woldgate Summer Concert
But I hope they will all get it
one day, and feel that joy or
tear jerking emotion of sharing
a song with others, either sat
close round a fire, at a gig or in a
sports stadium.

RESEARCH LINKS
For more information
about Rosenshine’s
Principles of Instruction
Click here
What is the impact
of lockdown on
disadvantaged pupils?
Read the report from the
Sutton Trust
Click here

We have all done so much
alone in life over the last year,
and the silo system we have
created in schools is of course
both entirely necessary and
excruciatingly frustrating. But
for me, successful educational
recovery will be signaled not
just by rebounding standardised
scores, but by again doing things
as an entire school community,
by being back together and
enjoying activities as a united
collective.

And one of the things I
sincerely hope children
will do again soon in
every school, and in
some way for the rest of
their days, is sing songs
together.
Jonathan also asked if I’d
provide a portrait picture
to go with this piece. That’s
the last thing that anybody
needs right now, so instead
here is a clip of something
from my post-pandemic
bucket list – taking part in
a Choir!Choir!Choir! event
if I’m ever allowed to fly to
Canada.
I hope you enjoy it, and are
inspired to sing along.
Chris Bullough

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lxHJDONwhQ

Multiple reviews highlight the importance of peer interaction during remote learning. Across the
studies reviewed, a range of strategies to support peer interaction were explored, including peer
marking and feedback, sharing models of good work, and opportunities for live discussions of
content.
EEF: Distance Learning, Rapid evidence assessment
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Learning is
a marathon,
not a sprint
In my NQT year, I was observed
teaching a Year 8 group Holes by
Louis Sachar. In order for pupils
to learn what I needed them
to learn, we had to read part of
a chapter. When my observer
came to give me feedback, they
commented that this part of the
lesson - the reading - lacked
“pace” and pupils weren’t making
progress.
For the rest of the year,
regardless of what pupils were
studying, I always made sure that
observation lessons involved
little to no reading lest I should
receive the same comments
again.
As I began to gain experience, I
looked back on this observation
and realised that how unhelpful
the feedback was. Discussions
about the appropriateness of
Holes as a Year 8 text aside, how
are pupils meant to learn about
a text if reading it is frowned
upon? Is reading really an activity
in which pupils learn nothing?
I had been left feeling that an
integral part of my teaching was,
essentially, meaningless.
Since then, the word ‘pace’ has
been a recurring feature of both
observations and pedagogical
debate. I talk quickly: pupils
have commented on it and my
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nickname at school was ‘Six’, the
name of Blossom’s fast-talking
friend in the early-1990s comedy
show of the same name. As a
result, observers often comment
on the fast pace of my lessons. I
gladly accepted this feedback as
a compliment. But, what I realise
now, is that ‘pace’ was used as
a byword for ‘getting through
stuff’. And that’s not really what
‘pace’ is about.
All teachers can rattle through
content, if needed, but does
this really lead to anything
meaningful? At the end of a
lesson, you may have covered
the content, but how secure
is pupil understanding? Have
you given them a cursory
introduction, or will they be able
to apply their understanding
to their own work, appreciate
the purpose of their learning,
and link their learning to other

relevant topics and skills?
Pace is notoriously subjective.
It’s a word that floats around
classrooms and corridors,
without definite meaning
attributed to it. For my subjective
take on the word, discussions
about pace should consider the
following:
Pace isn’t about the amount
covered in a lesson, but
the depth of coverage. In
this way, it’s connected
to another ambiguous
term: challenge. There is
nothing to be gained from
‘getting through’ a topic, or
introducing unnecessary
information for the sake of it.
Continued P5
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Teacher
Modelling
Teacher modelling is nothing
new. In fact, I imagine there
isn’t a teacher in the country
who hasn’t shown students a
prepared model; discussed their
thought process in a lesson;
or asked students to work
with them as they produced a
response.
I also imagine that most teachers
can vouch for the effectiveness
of teacher modelling. It is
effective because it is tried-andtested. It is effective because it
has stood the test of time and
it is effective because it helps
students to understand where
they are heading and how they
are going to get there.
In fact, the EEF has highlighted
that metacognition and selfregulated learning— of which
modelling is a key strand—can
result in students making an
additional seven months of
progress. Of the strategies
tested, only feedback resulted in
greater progress.
When, during lockdown one,
we moved to remote teaching
and learning we were perhaps
resigned to the fact that
modelling wasn’t a plausible
remote teaching strategy. After
all, how can we talk through
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Lessons that are
appropriately paced are
also purposeful. Pupils enter
the lesson to a clear sense
of routine, all activities are
included for a reason, and
teaching is responsive to
ensure that all students are
actively engaged in their
learning.
Pace is also about minimising
‘down time’ in lessons. From
handing out worksheets, to
moving between activities,
the way a teacher manages
these moments can help to
ensure that learning time,
and pace, isn’t lost.
Effective explanations,
questioning and modelling
can all help to maintain pace
within a lesson. In fact, any
strategy that actively involves
pupils and requires them
to ‘think hard’ is likely to
maintain purpose and pace
within a lesson

a model response or process
when teaching is asynchronous?
How can we write together
when, well, we are not together?
However, modelling is still
possible. Ofsted’s latest report,
What’s working well in remote
education, has highlighted
that “worked examples and
modelling can work very well in
remote digital education”.

Nowadays, I wouldn’t think
twice about spending time in an
observed lesson – or, of course,
any lesson – reading. In fact, the
whole concept of planning an
‘observation’ lesson is one that
I now wholeheartedly disagree
with.
But, my understanding about
pace has changed. As an NQT,
I really hadn’t given it much
thought (it also wasn’t a term
that anyone really discussed).
However, it is now central to my
lesson planning, as I’m sure it is
to all teachers.
So, read a book with your class.
Discuss for an extended period
of time. Take the time to revisit
areas of learning… do what you
believe is appropriate for your
class, but make sure that depth
of learning and purpose are at
the heart of it.
Kirsty McMurdo

•

Recently, Ofsted released
a guidance report called
What’s working well in
remote education. To read
the report, click here.

•

After Covid, will digital
teaching be the new normal?
Click here.
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The art of modelling
I believe reading is the vehicle
that impacts everything. It
exercises the mind and enlarges
the cognitive function of the
brain. Reading is an important
life skill which leads to many
opportunities. How many
times do you know of pupils
losing a mark on a test because
they didn’t read the question
properly? I know it’s not all about
tests and exams but it’s a simple
skill that can easily be taught
through modelling.
Modelling is the key to
developing independence.
When tackling a reading
comprehension question, it’s
important to know which skills
are needed to conquer it.

The pupils are then ready to
repeat the process in small
groups, pairs or independently,
with the help from a teacher.
This builds up the skills to
transfer and apply independently.
At Pocklington Community
Junior School, we use an
online tool called ‘Cracking
Comprehension’ by Rising Stars
to develop our pupils’ reading
comprehension ability. It’s
interactive, meaning that the
teacher has access to the ageappropriate text and questions
on the screen with a highlighter
to model the process of
retrieving information or quotes
from an extract. The teacher can
demonstrate their thought

KIRSTY
WHITWORTH
process on the screen and type
their answer as it would be
written on paper.
We also follow a five-stage
process of teaching to an end
product, like a piece of writing.
This same technique can be
used in Art, Geography, Science,
any subject. Picture your subject
whilst reading through the five
stages and how this would look
in your class. Firstly, what is the
end product you’re wanting from
the pupils?
Stage 1: Review – Look at a
good example. Break down all
the skills involved in creating the
product. You could even show
Continued P7
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pupils a bad example of what
it would look like if the skills
weren’t applied.
Stage 2: Teach – Teach the skills,
giving pupils a chance to have
a go at them and identifying
them on the good example.
For a piece of writing, this is the
time to gather vocabulary and
phrases from the good example
that can be used in their own
end product.
Stage 3: Practise – Follow the
modelling steps leading to pupils
having a practise of it before
being asked to produce an
independent piece of work.
Stage 4: Apply – Pupils apply all
the skills taught in this process
and produce their own end
product.
Stage 5: Evaluate – Pupils assess
their piece of work against the
good example at the start. Which
skills have you shown? What
could be improved?
When working in nursery-aged
children, the students often
repeated the words and phrases
from stories being read to them.
They would appear in their
writing or in the conversations
they had with their peers; a
memorable phrase could be the
powerful tool needed for our
pupils to succeed. These phrases
can come from reading. Books
open up so many opportunities
for our pupils and with the world
still turning, everyone inside, a
book may be the only way of
travelling somewhere this year.

Break it down:
The teacher
breaks the skill
down into small
steps.
Show them:
The teacher
then shows the
children how
to do each step
with an example
question.
Think aloud:
The teacher talks out loud
through the process of
misconceptions, solutions and
reaching the right answer by
double checking the question.
Answer it:
The teacher then shows the
children how to put the answer
into words.
1. Script your modelling
While few of us have time to
write a full script, recording
some bullet points that remind
you what you want to draw
students’ attention to can
be helpful when recording a
model response.
2. Give students a success
criteria to apply to a model
While the success criteria may
look different, depending on
key stage and subject area,
giving students something to
look for in a model (and apply
to their own work) is vital for
successful modelling.

3. I do, we do, you do
While this approach
to modelling can pose
challenges with pre-recorded
lessons, it is perfectly
possible to record yourself
typing a model response
onto a PowerPoint or Word
document. If you teach a
subject that doesn’t lend itself
well to typing, there are lots of
websites that provide online
whiteboards such as Explain
Everything. You can draw and
annotate, while sharing your
thought process. Students
can then complete the ‘you
do’ activity as part of their
independent practice.
4. Provide scaffolding
In the classroom, we provide
students with key words,
formulas and diagrams to
help them. The same is true of
remote learning.
When producing modelled
responses, make sure you
provide scaffolding. This could
be differentiated tasks, radial
questions or visual prompts.
Kirsty Whitworth
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SCIENCE FORUM
Meet ANNA SCOTT

Head of Physics | Longcroft School

My interest in Science started as a young child. Growing up in
Scarborough, I spent every weekend and every holiday looking in
rock pools, fascinated by the wildlife I found. I wanted to know
everything that I could about the ocean, what caused waves and
tides and how I could protect the oceans for future generations.
Studying at the National Oceanography Centre in Southampton, I
was able to be part of cutting edge scientific research, and work in
outreach programs to encourage young people to care about our
environment and our future.
I was fortunate to go to Bermuda in order to study the effects of
the cruise ship industry on the ecosystems and wildlife, as well as
studying the deep sea vent systems, analysing how pressure and
currents affect ecosystems.
I am passionate about Science, and the curiosity that studying
Science promotes within young people. I am now working as the
Head of Physics at Longcroft School, helping to build a curriculum
that inspires young people to consider Science careers. I also want
to provide a female role model to encourage more girls to consider
careers involved Physics, Maths and Engineering.

I am passionate about
Science, and the
curiosity that studying
Science promotes
within young people
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Studying Science can open up so many exciting opportunities, and
I hope I can support students to develop a love of the world around
them. Creating a desire to help others in their careers in the future.
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Please do get in touch if you have any specific training needs or, better still, if
you want to be a part of this! We’re all in this together and the East Riding has a
huge wealth of experience that we should all be learning from, together!
Why look further afield!?!?

Our Partners
Pocklington
Community
Junior
School
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