
Hello everyone! Once again, I’m going 
to start by sending my best wishes to 
you all at this time – which remains very 
challenging. These are the most difficult of 
times. 

To the newsletter… 

Sticking with the current theme of well-
being, Samantha Clark has written a piece 
for us this week focussing on Taking a 
developmental approach to learning – 
again, a really informative piece for you. 

Our research article that we are sharing 
this week focus on Knowledge Organisers 
– an education practise that is very high 
on the agenda at the moment. Hope you 
enjoy these. 

Congratulations to Claire Fielding and her 
staff at Stamford Bridge who have recently 
been awarded the Good Diabetes Care 
Award – you can read about that today, 
too. It would be lovely to share any other 
local awards that schools are receiving. If 
you’ve got something to celebrate then let 
me know!! 

Finally, we have a decent profile on Twitter 
these days (we follow most of you and 
often retweet your tweets) so please do 
follow us on @TheWonderLP so we can all 
share and learn together. 

Best wishes everyone and 
stay safe. 
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Training Events

ALL EVENTS FREE

Click Here to Book Now

JUN/JUL

Date Event Author / Host
Delivery Method / 

Time

28 Music Subject Forum Jonathan Chapman TEAMS 3:45pm

29 PE for Primary Schools Part 2 Alice Wilkinson STREAM 4:00pm

30 Science Subject Forum Anna Scott TEAMS 3:45pm

1 English for Primary Schools Part 2 Phil Johnson STREAM 4:00pm

2 
Introducing Primary Schools to 

Computing Part 2 Dave Clark STREAM 4:00pm

Date Event Author / Host
Delivery Method / 

Time

21 PE for Primary Schools Part 1 Alice Wilkinson STREAM 4:00pm

22 History for Primary Schools Part 3 Mike Monaghan STREAM 4:00pm

23
Introducing Primary Schools to 

Computing Part 1 Dave Clark STREAM 4:00pm

24 English for Primary Schools Part 1 Phil Johnson STREAM 4:00pm

25
Head Teacher Breakfast – guest 
booked to inspire Head Teachers Jonathan Chapman TEAMS 9:15am

SEE  
BELOW

Get in touch to access the resources from these events

STREAM
This is a pre-recorded video made by a leader or teacher working in 

school in our area. These will always be launched at 4:00pm. 

You will receive a link to the video at the time stated. Once you have the 
link then you have the video and you can use in your school freely. 

TEAMS
A face-to-face meeting using this programme. 

These will usually be during the school day. 

train
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Training Events

ALL EVENTS FREE

Click Here to Book Now

JULY

Date Event Author / Host
Delivery Method / 

Time

5 ICT for Primary Schools Mark Smith STREAM 4:00pm

6 PE for Primary Schools Part 3 Alice Wilkinson STREAM 4:00pm

6 Geography Subject Forum Kris Henderson TEAMS 3:45pm

7 English for Primary Schools Part 3 Phil Johnson STREAM 4:00pm

8
Introducing Primary Schools to 

Computing Part 3 Dave Clark STREAM 4:00pm

9 Using Impero Effectively Mark Smith STREAM 4:00pm

Date Event Author / Host
Delivery Method / 

Time

12 The GI Joe Fallacy(!) Kirsten Russell STREAM 4:00pm

13 Strategic Partners Meeting Jonathan Chapman FACE TO FACE 9:00am

13 Languages for Primary Schools Part 1 Matthew Thomas- Peter STREAM 4:00pm

14 Languages for Primary Schools Part 2 Matthew Thomas- Peter STREAM 4:00pm

15 Languages for Primary Schools Part 3 Matthew Thomas- Peter STREAM 4:00pm

16
Assistant Headteacher Forum – 

bringing Primary AHTs together for 
training/development/sharing 

Jonathan Chapman TEAMS 4:00pm

STREAM
This is a pre-recorded video made by a leader or teacher working in 

school in our area. These will always be launched at 4:00pm. 

You will receive a link to the video at the time stated. Once you have the 
link then you have the video and you can use in your school freely. 

TEAMS
A face-to-face meeting using this programme. 

These will usually be during the school day. 
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Pupil Wellbeing
Taking a developmental 
approach to learning

An 
understanding 
of attachment 
theory 
and child 
development 
along with 
adverse 

childhood experiences (ACEs) 
can enable staff to understand 
why some children behave 
in certain ways. For children 
where trauma/ACEs have 
occurred they may not have 
had opportunity to develop 
skills such as language, self-
management and cooperative 
play as well as their self-esteem 
and resilience which can result in 
gaps in the social and emotional 
‘building blocks’.  In school this 
can show as behaviour which 
is not age appropriate. In these 
circumstances reward and 
consequence systems which are 
designed to motivate children 
don’t work; instead, the gaps 
in their development must be 
filled by modelling, coaching, 
and practising new skills. It is 
a ‘stage not age’ approach to 
understanding development.

The quality of a child’s 
attachment plays a central role 
in the young person’s outcomes. 
Poor or insecure attachments 
often lead to inconsistency, 
underdevelopment and a chaotic 
‘blueprint’ which a young person 
responds to adults, peers and 
stimuli. Research suggests 
that young people who have 
experienced poor attachments 
in early childhood have a 
more limited ability to from 
quality relationships, are less 
independent, are less able to 
self-regulate and self-manage, 
have lower self-esteem than 

their peers, and demonstrate 
increased behavioural problems 
e.g. aggression, defiance and 
hyperactivity. All of these 
lead to a significant reduction 
in academic outcomes and 
poorer life chances. School staff 
can play a significant role in 
improving outcomes for children 
who have experienced poor 
attachments by forming secure 
relationships with them, allowing 
them to feel secure by changes 
to their emotional and social 
experiences. Teaching staff in 
particular play a crucial role in 
achieving this.

I have been fortunate enough to 
collaborate with staff working 
in several specialist provisions, 
all working with students 
and pupils aged 7-18, who 
are providing an educational 
experience for children who 
have needs that are difficult to 
meet in a conventional setting; 
the children attending have 
moderate educational needs, 
anxiety and trauma related 
difficulties. Without exception 
the staff put the success of the 
students, pupils and their own 
success as teachers and support 
workers down to them having 
a clear understanding of how 
trauma and attachment affects 
a child’s brain and development, 
and by knowing ‘what happened 
to the young person’ rather 
than ‘what’s wrong with them’ 
they are able to interpret the 
child’s actions correctly. By 
understanding what underpins 
the child’s social and emotional 
difficulties the staff are able to 
support the students they care 
for to develop the emotional 
and social skills that underpin 
learning so that they can 
function more effectively in the 
classroom.

Whilst there are key differences 
between a specialist setting and 
a mainstream school – staff 
ratios being the most prominent 
– the knowledge base and 
skillset can be just as easily 
applied to a mainstream primary 
or secondary school.

 ∞ Have an understanding of 
how trauma and attachment 
affects a child’s brain and 
development 

 ∞ Have an understanding of 
the child’s history 

 ∞ By being aware of how every 
interaction we have with a 
young person matters

 ∞ To be able to react 
consciously and with 
empathy rather than 
emotionally

 ∞ To be emotionally resilient 
and remain child centred 
in the face of challenging 
behaviours

 ∞ To model and coach the 
behaviours we want to 
build upon and allow time 
to practise those skills 
without fear of rejection or 
punishment

There are plenty of resources 
and online training courses for 
staff who would like to know 
more or as a refresher for those 
who already have training in 
these areas.  An introduction to 
ACEs and early trauma online 
learning course can be accessed 
here: www.acesonlinelearning.
com and is available free as 
part of the Home Office Early 
Intervention Fund.

SAMANTHA CLARK
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 ∞ Setting specific short-term 
goals 

 ∞ Adopting powerful strategies 
for attaining the goals 

 ∞ Monitoring performance for 
signs of progress 

 ∞ Managing time-use 
efficiently

 ∞ Self-evaluating one’s 
methods 

 ∞ Attributing causation to 
results and adapting future 
methods

While many in 
education think that 
knowledge and graphic 
organisers have risen 
to prominence in the 
past five years, it’s really 
just the term that’s new. 
They are simply a way of 
presenting information 
on a page, which is what 
we all do – and have 
been doing – for years.

They are now firmly rooted in 
primaries and secondaries up 
and down the country, but how 
effective are they?

To answer this question, we 
really need to consider their 

purpose. They are, after all, 
just pieces of paper. However, 
when we introduce them 
effectively; embed them into 
lessons, homework-setting and 
independent revision practice; 
and use them as tools to 
develop independent learning, 
they can be incredibly useful. 
They are really conduits for 
developing pupils’ and students’ 
metacognitive skills which, 
according to EEF research, 
is one of the most impactful 
teaching strategies to have been 
thoroughly tested.

When exploring the strategies 
used by effective learners, 
the Metacognition and self-
regulated learning guidance 
report outlined the following 
approaches:

Introduction

Continued P6
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From this, consider the role 
and – more importantly – the 
purpose of the knowledge and 
conceptual information that you 
provide:

1. What do you want pupils and 
students to achieve in the 
short-term?

2. What strategies are going to 
help?

a. What does effective 
self-quizzing look like in 
your subject area? Are 
expectations different 
between key stages?

b. Will you review 
information on the 
knowledge organisers in 
lessons?

c. How will you help 
learners to develop from 
beyond knowledge to 
application?

3. How can you help learners to 
regulate their own learning?

a. Do you want them to 
RAG their self-quizzing?

b. Once learners have 
self-evaluated, what 
should they do? How 
will you help them to 
retain the information 
they understand? What 
is in place to address 
misconceptions?

We also need to address the 
term knowledge organiser as 
something of a misnomer. For 
most subject areas, skills and 
concepts are as important – if 
not more important – than 
knowledge.

Oliver Caviglioli, a former headteacher, has produced a range of graphic 
organisers that highlight the potential for imparting so much more than 
knowledge:

Fishbone graphic organiser 
Used for exploring cause and effect.

Double spray 
Used for highlighting comparisons.

MIDNIGHT END
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Mind maps 
Used for defining whole-to-part relationships.

Flow spray 
Used for sequencing information.
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GROWS CROAKS

4 LEGS

ENEMIES

MOTHER

LEAVES SWIM SWIMS8 INCHES

BIRDSBREATHES SNAKES SNAKES PEOPLEFISH

FLOATS

ONE END 
BIGGER GILLS LUNGS

GROWSTAILS TAILLEGS

MANY
ENEMIES

LESS THAN 
1/2 INCH

CAN LIVE 
30-40 YRS

OTHER
TADPOLES BREATHES

Oliver Caviglioli
@olicav 
olicav.com

LONGER READS

If we consider knowledge 
organisers as a resource to 
aid independent learning, 

we need to consider 
what effective study 

strategies look like. This 
research paper (Dunlosky 

2013) paved the way 
for exploring effective 
approaches to helping 

pupils and students learn 
independently. 

Click here to access.

5
MINUTE READS

Alex Quigley explores 
the effectiveness of 

knowledge organisers, 
exploring best and worst 

practice.  
Click here to access.

Knowledge organisers are 
arguably more popular in 

secondary than in primary, 
but do they have a role in 
the primary classroom?  

Click here to access. 
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Alice Wilkinson is Head of Physical Education at 
Woldgate School. From September, she will be 
joining the Teaching and Learning Team to lead on 
approaches independent learning.

Alice has already implemented a range of revision 
strategies to encourage independence at Key Stage 

5, and will be looking to roll this out across other subject areas in the 
coming months.

ALICE WILKINSON

Meet the TEACHER

Continued P8

Knowledge organisers: what 
are they, how do they work 
and what is the benefit?
Alice Wilkinson explores how knowledge organisers can help pupils and students to 
develop positive learning habits

I first came across knowledge organisers whilst working at my previous school. We had just been taken over by 
an academy trust and knowledge organisers was one of their initiatives that they wanted to implement across 
all year groups and all subjects. My initial feeling was that it appeared to be a lot of work, for what seemed 
unknown gain… how I was wrong.

Knowledge organisers in their simplest form are a summary of key 

The WONDER Training School 
has a dedicated Teaching and 

Learning Twitter feed at  
@thewonderlp

We would like to keep  
sharing examples of excellent 

Teaching and Learning practice 
in our schools.

If you have a particular strategy 
that is useful; an example of 

where you have applied research 
to your own practice; or 

examples of resources or work 
that demonstrate the impact  

of your teaching,  
please forward to:  

jchapman 
@learningpartnership.education

We look forward to 
receiving your  
fantastic ideas!
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facts and essential knowledge 
that pupils need about a unit of 
work or a curriculum subject. 
They should be no more than 
one side of A4 with all the 
information broken down into 
easily digestible chunks. The 
single side of A4 is important 
in order to focus the minds 
of the teachers creating them 
so they only include what’s 
absolutely crucial. It is easy 
for knowledge organisers to 
become overwhelmingly full of 
information which then renders 
them useless.

Within PE, at the end of Key 
Stage 4 pupils are assessed 
against three Assessment 
Objectives:

 ∞ AO1 - relating to knowledge 
about the topic

 ∞ AO2 - relating to the 
pupils’ ability to apply their 
knowledge to practical 
examples 

 ∞ AO3 - the pupils’ ability 
to evaluate and analyse 
information

It was therefore prudent that 

we ensured our knowledge 
organisers were tailored to 
hitting each assessment object 
for each topic. 

Once the knowledge organisers 
were created for each topic, 
they could start their use within 
lessons and at home too. 

Whole-school approach to 
knowledge organisers

One way to use knowledge 
organisers is through a whole-
school approach. At my previous 
school, the whole-school policy 
with regards to knowledge 
organisers was that the pupils 
received a printed booklet 
every half term, containing the 
knowledge organisers for each 
subject and topics for the half-
term. This was a lot of printing 
but it meant that each pupil 
received a substantial pack, 
which we found they looked 
after a lot better than singular 
pieces of paper. Pupils were 
given a “revision timetable” and 
it was expected that at home 
pupils use the knowledge 
organiser to create revision 
materials and tools to assist 
them with their learning (for 

example, mind maps and flash 
cards). It was then expected that 
the connect / prepare activity at 
the start of every lesson referred 
to the content within the 
knowledge organiser, to check 
and test the effectiveness of the 
pupils’ revision.

The benefit of this approach is 
that pupils start to use revision 
techniques and strategies early 
on down school, consequently 
meaning that they are more 
prepared and well-equipped 
come the later years in school. 
Additionally, the content in 
the organisers can massively 
increase knowledge of key facts, 
dates and definitions, meaning 
that pupils can apply their 
knowledge more easily to tasks, 
questions and assignments as a 
result.

An additional way to use 
knowledge organisers (and the 
way I will be applying them in 
September) is on a departmental 
level. It is safe to say that every 
department is different, as is the 
requirements of the pupils at the 
end of their qualifications, 

Continued P<?>
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therefore a more personalised and bespoke 
use of the organisers could also be extremely 
beneficial.

One way to do this is by using the knowledge 
organisers as a “topic page” or “cover page” 
within class books. I think this is a great way 
to signify the start of each new topic area and 
act as a point of reference both during lessons 
and whilst completing homework. I know 
just from PE’s point of view it is so frustrating 
when homework comes back incomplete with 
the excuse of “I didn’t know what to write”. 
Therefore, by using the knowledge organisers 
as “topics on a page” this should eradicate these 
issues and concerns. 

Finally, a good way to end a topic with a 
knowledge organiser is to then ask the pupils to 
highlight on their organiser which knowledge, 
definitions and content relates to AO1, AO2 and 
AO3. This not only breaks the content down 
for them, it is also a great tool for me to see 
whether they understand the requirements of 
the exam. 

I think it is safe to say that knowledge organisers 
can be a valuable tool for pupils, teachers and 
parents and are a brilliant way to encourage 
revision, reviewing and independent learning. 

ALICE WILKINSON
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We are pleased to share with you that 

we have been successful in winning the 

Good Diabetes Care in School Award. 

The application process includes 

providing evidence to demonstrate 

the excellent care that is provided for 

children with diabetes. The application 

was also endorsed by the diabetes 

nurse at York District Hospital.

This is a unique and very special award 

that is presented to schools across the 

UK and we are very proud to have been 

nominated and subsequently to receive 

this award.

We would like to take this opportunity 

to congratulate all of our staff for their 

hard work in supporting pupils with 

Type 1 diabetes. The email we received 

from Diabetes UK confirmed that we are 

“setting the standard for great diabetes 

care in school and making a difference to 

all pupils with Type 1.”

Additionally, we would like to thank 

Mr and Mrs Darling for nominating the 

school for the award. We appreciate the 

support given by them and Mrs Evennett 

throughout the application process.

CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE CONGRATULATIONS VIDEO

Claire Fielding, Headteacher of Stamford Bridge Primary School writes:
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Please do get in touch if you have any specific training needs or, better still, if 
you want to be a part of this! We’re all in this together and the East Riding has a 

huge wealth of experience that we should all be learning from, together! 

Why look further afield!?!?

Our Partners

Pocklington
Community

Junior 
School
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