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By Teachers For Teachers

WELCOME
Thank you for all of the feedback on the bumper
edition last week - I hope you’ve had a moment to
read and share in your school. Archive Newsletters
are stored at:
www.learningpartnership.education
I’m delighted to be able to announce that Wonder
Training School has established a partnership with
the University of Hull’s Faculty of Education.
The University were made aware of our Newsletter
and were added to the mailing list (which is very
substantial now!) - after reading a few of the
editions and gaining an understanding of our
philosophy and approach, they asked if they could
contribute. This is brilliant!
So, together we’re working on:

∞
∞
∞

Research from the University
How to conduct research in your school
Sharing of project findings from their research

With that in mind, the articles in today’s edition are
all written by colleagues from the University. There
is also an offer - which you may be interested in.
I hope you gain benefit from this new partnership
for 2021.
Finally, a reminder that our training calendar will
be with you shortly in time for your Performance
Management/Appraisal meetings that you will
probably be holding in October.
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Welcome to the first of our
monthly updates!
The School of Education at the University of Hull
have teamed up with Wonder Learning Partnership
Teaching School to bring you an article each month
introducing you to some of the work we’re doing. In
this first article, I’d like to introduce you to who we
are and the ethos that underpins our research and
scholarship and to give you a glimpse of what you
can expect to underpin the work you hear about in
the coming months.
Centre for Educational Participation and Research
(CEPaR)
All of our research and scholarship at the School of Education coheres
within our newly established Centre for Educational Participation
and Research (CEPaR). The centre has been created around a set
of shared values and principles that seek social and educational
change to enhance fairness, equity and social justice. Whilst all
staff within the School of Education are members of CEPaR, it also
brings together a mix of researchers and practitioners from across
and beyond the University to investigate, theorise and implement
change and transformation in different educational settings. The ethos
and practices of participation are embedded within a culture that
foregrounds the importance of recognising and valuing participants
as partners and experts in their lived experience who engage and take
ownership of their learning.
For us, participatory research can take many different forms but at
its heart it is a process of both reflection and action. At the heart
of this process is an important principle of our research as working
with, not doing to or on the people we work alongside. Community
involvement is therefore central to our conceptualisation of
participatory research and we build upon and work with an extensive
range of networks and groups across our many different communities
that are local, national and international.

The WONDER Training School
has a dedicated Teaching and
Learning Twitter feed at
@thewonderlp
We would like to keep
sharing examples of excellent
Teaching and Learning practice
in our schools.
If you have a particular strategy
that is useful; an example of
where you have applied research
to your own practice; or
examples of resources or work
that demonstrate the impact
of your teaching,
please forward to:
jchapman
@learningpartnership.education

We look forward to
receiving your
fantastic ideas!
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Within CEPaR we engage with
‘education’ in the broadest
sense, covering all sectors,
settings and spaces, from early
years through primary and
secondary education, to further,
higher and adult education
alongside youth and community
work. It includes formal, nonformal, informal and alternative
education.
LISA JONES— [ACTING] DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH, SCHOOL OF EDUCATION.

CEPaR’s themes

Coming up

Whilst our research and
scholarship coheres around
the centre’s commitment
to a participatory
ethos, by analysing our
research strengths and
aspirations, we identified
three but intersecting
broad research themes
that fit within CEPaR.
These are: Social Justice;
Environment, Space and
Place; and Transformative
Pedagogies and
Practice. The figure
below illustrates the
interdependence of these
themes and as it stands,
much of our ongoing
work sits at the intersections
between the themes.

Over the coming months, members of CEPaR
will take this opportunity to share
Social
their work with you. We will
Justice
share work relating to our
research interests across
the variety of educational
phases, settings and
contexts we work in. As
Environment,
a result, you can expect
Space & Place
to see articles relating to
a wide variety of topics
and themes, including but
not limited to: examining
Transformative
teachers engagement with
research;
parents’ experiences
Pedagogies &
of supporting their children
Practice
with Special educational needs and
disabilities with remote learning; exploring
schema and understanding young children’s
learning; supporting the educational experiences
of children looked after and much more. Next month,
you can look forward to hearing from Dr Charlotte Dean discussing the
Each of the three themes has
Plastic Citizens research she has been involved in focused on young
a Convenor who works to
people’s use of the citizen inquiry methodology to understand adults’
support staff and seek the wider
perceptions of and attitudes towards single-use plastic.
connections between individual
staff interests and individual
We’re very much looking forward to this opportunity to share our work
and group research projects.
with you.
Our Theme Convenors are Gill
Hughes (Social Justice), Fiona
LISA JONES
James (Environment, Space and
[ACTING] DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH, SCHOOL OF EDUCATION.
Place) and Anastasia Gouseti
FACULTY OF ARTS, CULTURE AND EDUCATION.
(Transformative Pedagogies and
Practice).
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Young People’s use of Citizen Inquiry to
Ascertain Adults Perception of and Attitudes
DR CHARLOTTE DEAN,
Towards Single-Use Plastic
This article describes how young people participating in the University of
Hull’s Plastic Citizen project utilised Citizen Inquiry to tackle a question
that they had around exploring adult’s perceptions of and attitude towards
single use plastics. The Plastic Citizen project was just one of several
projects, within the University of Hull’s Engineering and Physical Sciences
Research Council (ESPRC) funded Evolving a Circular Plastics Economy
(ECPE) programme, which had the overall aim of tackling some of the key
issues and challenges around the problems caused to the environment
by excessive use and disposal of single-use plastic. The Plastic Citizen
project aimed to do this specifically through examining the attitudes and
approaches of young people to the issues relating to the circular plastics
economy and by empowering them to undertake and share their own
research using Citizen Inquiry methodologies. This transdisciplinary project
brought together researchers from three different areas in the University of
Hull (Education, Politics and Chemistry), along with external stakeholders
such as community-based youth projects, schools and specialist education
providers.

UNIVERSITY OF HULL;
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

The overall objectives of the project were to:

∞

Identify what young people know and
understand about the circular economy

∞

Work with EPCE scientists to develop a student
friendly typology of plastic types for use in a Citizen
Inquiry investigation

∞

Test the feasibility of Citizen Inquiry methodologies
in primary school age settings

∞

Explore how young people centred initiatives (e.g.
youth councils) can influence decision-making and
increase their sense of environmental agency

∞

Develop an international youth perspective on
issues like the plastics circular economy to prepare
future European funding applications around Citizen
Inquiry
Continued P5
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∞

Create teaching resources
to support the wider
understanding of the plastic
circular economy with
different groups and students

The project was split into three
phases, it started by exploring
the ‘voice’ of different youth
groups to identify what they
understand about issues related
to single-use plastics and how
they believe they can influence
and impact upon it. This
information was then used, to
develop a participatory research
design which included young
people as co-researchers in
designing their own individual
projects aimed at engaging
them in the circular plastics
economy. The intention was
that each of the six groups of
young people that the project
engaged would work either
individually, in small groups or
as a whole group together to
design a project which would
influence the circular plastics
economy through tackling the
problem of single use plastic
utilising the 4Rs (Reduce;
Recycle; Repurpose; Reuse). It
was originally intended that the
designs would be entered into a
‘Dragon’s Den’ type event to be
held at the University of Hull in
June 2020 whereby the young
people would present their
ideas to a panel of academics/
researchers and potentially win
a prize for their youth project/
school. Unfortunately, this event
was cancelled due to the onset
of the Covid-19 restrictions
which were put in place in March
2020.

The young people were given
the following guidelines and
asked to ensure that their
projects:
1. Encourage others to use
at least one of the 4 Rs:
Re-purpose; Reduce, Reuse and Recycle single-use
plastic.
2. Involve carrying out research
– may be with other young
people, may be local
community, school etc.
3. Involve digital technology in
their design/execution.
One of the groups of young
people (consisting of 30
mixed gender young people
in Year 5 - aged 9-10, these
young people were from 15
different primary schools but
came together as one group
to participate in the project

across 5 sessions) decided that
they wanted to explore the
perceptions of adults towards
single-use plastics in order to
ascertain any actions that could
be implemented to influence
their actions and attitudes
towards recycling, re-using, repurposing and reducing their use
of plastics. The group adopted
the approach of facilitating a
Citizen Inquiry ‘mission’ using
the online interactive survey tool
created by the Open university
- nQuire. The young people had
no prior experience of working
with an online platform such as
nQuire and so the researcher
spent time outlining and
demonstrating the capabilities
of the programme. It became
clear that the young people
were struggling to understand
how to create and populate the
survey fields and it was decided
that the researcher would work
instead with the young people
Continued P6
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to create their own potential
questions that they would wish
to pose to adults and decide
on which response style suited
each question i.e Likert scale;
multiple choice; comments etc.
The researcher then created
the ‘mission’ using nQuire and
shared this with the children
in order to elicit feedback and
amend as appropriate.
The subsequent ‘mission’ was
set to pilot mode and permission
gained for the young people
to engage with local shoppers
in a large city centre shopping
centre. The young people were
equipped with iPads all logged in
to their particular ‘mission’ and
also designed an accompanying
observation log with which to
record how nQuire worked
as a research tool. The young
people then met again to apply
a thematic analysis approach to
their findings which are currently
being written up by the young
people and will form part of the
end of research report.
Other notable outputs for the
overall project have been the
creation of two user-designed
digital ‘apps’ to engage and
educate primary school children
in activities relating to the 4R’s.
The young people involved in
the various projects have also
produced a number of learning
resources, again, designed to
be used with younger children.
These include a set of jigsaws
based around the 4Rs; a series
of posters to be displayed
in schools/youth settings to
encourage young people to
recycle their plastics; designs for
recycling bins to be installed in
a school dining hall for children

www.learningpartnership.education

to recycle any single use plastics
in their packed lunch boxes;
planters made out of recycled
plastic to be installed in a school
playground for growing edible
produce; a story book, aimed at
younger children containing fun
facts about how children can
contribute towards a circular
economy and an animated
film made with a local arts
production company which will
be available on YouTube and
will also be linked to supporting
activities and resources on the
project website.
The majority of young people
feel their generation is under
pressure to solve environmental
issues such as climate change
and plastic pollution but
do not think they are well-

enough equipped to make
a difference (Young, 2019).
This project moves some way
towards resolving this issue
through placing young people
at the forefront of identifying,
researching and developing
collaborative approaches to
teaching and learning resource
deficits through the co-creation
of a needs-led, responsive
Citizen Inquiry led solution.
Reference:
Young, S. (2019) World Environment
Day: 80% of teens feel under pressure
to save the planet, but aren’t learning
how. Accessed online on 14/05/20
at https://www.independent.co.uk/
life-style/teenagers-save-planetworld-environment-day-2019climate-change-plastic-pollutionprotest-a8945131.html
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We are currently working with the School of Education at the University of Hull and
they have offered to us an exciting research opportunity to be involved in.
As it is at the early stages of planning/bid-writing, it’s hard to be precise about the commitment and time-effort
required but, nonetheless, I wanted to share this with you as I know some of you would enjoy being involved.
Here is an overview of the project scope:

“How digital platforms are being used by schools in public,
post-pandemic education.”
The University would welcome the opportunity to work with stakeholders and expert practitioners to consider whether and how
the proliferation of platform use is reshaping teachers, students and parents’ discourses and practices, and to consider the potential
long-term effects of platformised education for families and students. In particular, they would like to explore the implications that
emerge for future schooling in relation to exacerbating digital inequalities.
The University would like to invite the Wonder Training School to be involved in the advisory/stakeholders group. This would involve
initially giving some feedback on the application and if the application is successful schools from your partnership could be more
actively involved in the research. For example, their aim is to collaboratively design some of the research tools with a view to
developing a suite of potential case studies to explore teachers, students and parents’ insights, practices and experiences in relation
to platformised types of schooling. This would involve co-designing some of the research tools and also if interested participate in
the research as case studies.
The aim would be to produce research results to enable policy makers and practitioners to develop a better understanding of
the different forms of post-pandemic platformised schooling and results which would be significant for informing the creation of
practices that will lead towards fair and sustainable educational futures.
The deadline for the application is imminent and if the application is successful the project start date would be September 2022.
This would require a couple of meetings with selected teachers so that we flesh out our plan, methodology etc drawing on their
experiences and insights.
If the detailed application is successful, they can identify teachers/schools from your partnership that would be interested in taking
part in the research (teacher and student interviews, possibly questionnaires with parents) etc. and they could co-ordinate the
research activities at their school. A research assistant will be conducting the data collection.
The University of Hull is leading the project with a Principal Investigator and there is also a colleague from the University of
Northumbria with expertise in the field of digital inequalities.

If this is something that you would like to be involved in leading (by yourself or as part of a school/trust-based
team) then please do let me know. Please send me an email (address below) with a brief statement about why
this research project would interest you.
There is no time nor financial gain for working here. This is for professional development.
It could be very interesting though, to the right person/people.
I look forward to hearing from you in due course.
Best wishes
Jonathan Chapman
Head of Wonder
Training School
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Please do get in touch if you have any specific training needs or, better still, if
you want to be a part of this! We’re all in this together and the East Riding has a
huge wealth of experience that we should all be learning from, together!
Why look further afield!?!?

Our Partners

Pocklington
Community
Junior
School
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